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Transition Newton Abbot CIC


TNA’s Statement on Teinbridge’s LDF Core Strategy Consultation (September 2010)
As a local Transition group we understand that TDC, like most other councils, will prepare a Local Development Plan based on more housing, more non-food retail jobs, more energy for more infrastructure, more transport, more economic growth and so on. 
In the past year or so it has become clear to many people that the limitless ‘growth’ model for improving economic well-being and prosperity is not sustainable in the long term.  When we in the Transition movement talk about sustainability, we are mindful of the availability of cheap oil and the impact of our energy consumption on the natural, and ultimately built, environment.
We have taken this opportunity to respond to the consultation of the LDF Core Strategy, our responses to the individual options are attached in a separate document.  This has been arrived at through a process of discussion and exchanging of views amongst members of the core group.  We hope that our input will help inform the council in strengthening the Core Strategy and subsequent plans/documents.

Having studied the information provided in the Core Strategy and other documents referenced within this, we have the following general comments to make:

· We agree with most of the sentiments expressed in the Core Strategy and Environmental Appraisal in terms of safeguarding the natural and built environment.  However, we have serious concerns about the resulting options presented.  The wording and guidance notes for these options do not contain sufficiently clear or concrete strategies for the proposed development in the district.  These also do not take sufficient account of previous consultations, studies carried out by the council, the stated (draft) sustainability objectives nor the Key Spatial Issues.

· It is unfortunate that this LDF Core strategy appears to be more about ‘coping’ with, or at best ‘capitalising’ on, a population growth demand from Exeter and to a lesser degree Torbay, than it is about a ‘vision’ for people in Teignbridge.  We accept and understand the need to prepare for change which will involve a growth in population, housing and supporting infrastructure.  What the Core Strategy has failed to provide is the evidence why this growth should be some 50% higher per decade than for any previous decade in the past 50 years.
· Given the council’s strong support for our natural and built environment, we were hoping to see a bolder vision for the future, not just more of the same housing and non-retail growth in order not to loose out when compared to Exeter and Torbay.  This should be a golden opportunity to build greater resilience into our community to deal with the inevitable changes resulting from peak-oil and climate change.
· In addition to many of the very positive ideas in the Core Strategy, we urge the council to make specific statements about improving the district’s future prosperity as well as its resilience by actively promoting the following:

· Maximising local food production

· Providing local incentives for the Renewable Energy sector 

· Specifying the lowest level of carbon emissions for all new housing and associated infrastructure

· Insisting on the highest recycling and waste processing targets

· Maximising the use and re-use of existing brown-field and windfall sites for development

· Ensuring that new development is mixed and multi-functional to cope better with changing circumstances
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Fuad Al-Tawil (LDF response coordinator)
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